
 

 

President’s Update  
 

  

By Nicole Hodgson, MD, FACEP 
 

 
 

AzCEP Team, 
 
Welcome to 2021!  
I’m very excited to be 
assuming the presi-
dency at what is hope-
fully a turning point in 
this pandemic.  We 
have a great incoming team of board members, 
with a mix of experienced AzCEP leaders and 
new arrivals to our group.  We’ll be facing 
some major challenges over the next year, but I 
believe we’re in a strong position to tackle 
whatever comes at us.  I’d like to thank our 
outgoing AzCEP president Dr. Steve Maher – 
we’ve really appreciated your leadership 
through the challenges of 2020.  Also, congrat-
ulations on the birth of a gorgeous baby girl! 
 
With major workforce issues about to affect 
our specialty (see the ACEPNow article), this 
is not a time to passively work shifts and hope 
that everything will work out for the best.  If 
you’ve ever considered taking a more active 
role in our organization, I’d like to encourage 
you to reach out.  If you want to participate but 
are unsure as to next steps, here are some sug-
gestions for the next few months: 
 

•Attend a board meeting – our meetings are 
open to all members, and we’d love for you 
to join us!  Meetings are currently being 

held virtually with plans to transition back 
to a hybrid model as COVID numbers con-
tinue to decrease.  Email Stephanie at: 

     azacep@gmail.com if you’d like to join. 
 

•Attend ACEP Leadership and Advocacy 
Conference – join the Arizona delegation in 
Washington DC from July 25-27!  No prior 
lobbying experience necessary. 
 

•Attend AzCEP annual retreat – come meet 
the group in Tucson from August 4-5 for an 
EMS-themed conference and a night with 
fellow EM docs. (see page 5) 
 

•Serve on a national committee – if you 
have a particular interest, let us know. 

 
We will be having various activities throughout 
the year, so watch your emails for upcoming 
events. 
 
Also, special shout-out: two of our members 
are being recognized this year for their stellar 
involvement at the national level and will re-
ceive awards in October at ACEP Scientific 
Assembly! 
 

•Stephanie Butler; AzCEP Exec Director 
ACEP Diane K. Bollman Chapter Advocate  
 

•Becky Parker MD, FACEP; ACEP Council 
Champion of Diversity & Inclusion 

 
I’m looking forward to working with you all.  
If you have any concerns or want to find out 
how to get more involved, please feel free to 
email at: hodgson.nicole@mayo.edu or tweet at 
AzCEP or myself at @ArizonaACEP and 

@nhodgsonem. 
 

Spring 2021 

https://www.acepnow.com/article/workforce-considerations-aceps-commitment-to-you-and-emergency-medicine
mailto:azacep@gmail.com
mailto:hodgson.nicole@mayo.edu
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Presenting our 2021-2022 AzCEP Executive Committee  

and Board of Directors 
 

Thanks to all who are donating their time and energy to serve AZ’s patients! 

President 
Nicole Hodgson, MD, FACEP 

President-Elect 
Mara Windsor, DO, FACEP 

Secretary 
Olga Gokova, MD, FACEP 

Treasurer 
Anthony C. Wong, MD, FACEP 

Immediate Past President 
Steven A. Maher, MD, FACEP 

 

 

Board of Directors 
Thomas L. Bostwick, MD, FACEP 

Bradley S. Butler, MD, FACEP 

Franco Castro-Marin, MD, FACEP 

Adam Dawson, DO 

Peter DeBartolo, MD 

Lawrence DeLuca, MD 

Steven Hopkins, DO 

Carlos Huerta, MD, FACEP 

Donald J. Lauer, MD, FACEP 

Alan J. Levene, MD, FACEP 

Robert Lueken, MD 

Megan McElhinny, MD 

Rachel Munn, DO 

Jack Palmer, MD, FACEP 

Frank A. Paul, DO, FACEP 

Daniel Porter, DO 

Amish Shah, MD, FACEP 

Michael Sheehy, DO, FACEP 

Casey Solem, MD, FACEP 

W.R. Van Nostrand, MD 

Richard R. Warrington, MD 

Adrienne Yarnish, MD 

 
 

Councillors 
Patricia A. Bayless, MD, FACEP 
Bradley Dreifuss, MD, FACEP 
Olga Gokova, MD, FACEP 

Nicole Hodgson, MD, FACEP 

Paul A. Kozak, MD, FACEP 

Wendy A. Lucid, MD, FACEP 

Steven A. Maher, MD, FACEP 

Nicholas Vasquez, MD, FACEP 

Dale P. Woolridge, MD, PhD, FACEP 

 
 

 
Alternate Councillors 

Lawrence DeLuca, MD 

Carlos Huerta, MD, FACEP 

Megan McEhlinny, MD 

Mazda Shirazi, MD, FACEP 

 

 
 

 

Residents 
Jorge Garcia DO (Banner UMC EM-Ped) 
Brandon Godfrey, MD (UofA-Tucson) 
Shelby Hoebee, MD (Valleywise) 
Amy Kristensen, MD (Abrazo) 
Katrina Lettang, MD (Valleywise) 
David Weech, DO (Kingman) 
Michael Wyman, MD (UofA-South) 
 
 
 
 

Executive Officers 
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ITLS 

 
 
The COVID19 Pandemic has altered (and contin-
ues to alter) our educational conferences and 
courses!  ITLS is no exception.  Unfortunately, 
like many other conferences, ITLS on the River 
2020 was postponed to 2021.  With the remarka-
ble numbers of those vaccinated in the US, espe-
cially healthcare workers, we are excited to be 
bringing ITLS on the River back this upcoming 
Fall.  The dates have been set.  We will be host-
ing the conference again at the Aquarius casino 
and conference center, with our Pediatric ITLS 
course on Sunday, October 3rd, our lecture day 
on Monday, October 4th, and our provider/
completer course on Tuesday, October 5th. See 
our website for registration and sponsorship and/
or vendor opportunities at www.itlsaz.org. We 
look forward to continuing our format of lectures, 
including Rapid Fire talks as well as our provider 
courses.   
 
In the meantime, AZ ITLS has been providing 
free virtual CME courses during the pandemic. 
We have provided 7.5 hours of CME to nearly 
two hundred EMS providers, first responders, 
nurses, and physicians.  See our website for 
more information on past courses.  Our final 
course was held on Tuesday, May 18th where 
trauma surgeon Dr. Paul Dabrowski discussed 
“Penetrating Thoracic/Abdominal Trauma.”  
Thank you Dr. Dabrowski!  
 
 
Brad Butler, MD, FACEP 
CAPT MC (FMF), USN 
Medical Director 
Arizona ITLS 
 
 

ITLS on the River 2021; 
October 3-5! 

 
UofA-Tucson Campus Resident’s Corner 

By Brandon Godfrey, MD 
 

This year we have 4 residents who will be com-
pleting fellowships and 11 residents who have tak-
en jobs as attending physicians. 11 of the 15 gradu-
ating residents will remain in Arizona after gradua-
tion. 
  
The four residents that will be completing fellow-
ships are: 
 

 Brittany Arcaris - EMS Fellowship 
University of Arizona 

 

Paul Crawford - Critical Care Fellowship 
University of Arizona 

 

Paul Heller - Medical Simulation Fellowship 
University of Arizona 

 

Stefan Wheat - Climate and Health Science Policy 
Fellowship - University of Colorado 

  
The eleven residents that will be joining the work-
force are: 
 

 Ryan Bosler - Boise, ID 
Emergency Physicians of Idaho 

 

Mary Buns - Tucson, AZ 
Northwest Healthcare 

 

Jacobo Cabrera-Ramirez - Phoenix, AZ 
 

Francisco Canales - Tucson, AZ 
Northwest Healthcare 

 

Marikah Davin - Tucson, AZ 
Northwest Healthcare 

 

Marissa Haberlach - Watsonville, CA 
Watsonville Community Hospital – Vituity Health 

 

Cubby Pierre – Missoula, MT 
Clark Fork Emergency Physicians 

 

Jaime Resnick - Flagstaff, AZ 
Flagstaff Emergency Physicians 

 

Michael Russo - Tucson, AZ 
Sound Physicians 

 

Joshua Verson - Tucson, AZ 
Northwest Healthcare 

 

Jay Yim - Tucson, AZ 
Sound Physicians 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL! 

http://www.itlsaz.org
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Calendar of Events 
 

Mark your Calendar and Get Active in AzCEP! 

  

June 2  Board/Membership, Virtual 

 

Aug 4-5 AzCEP Summer Retreat; Hybrid 
 @ Westward Look in Tucson 

 

Oct 20 Board/Membership Meeting 

 

Nov 3 EM Opioid Summit; Hybrid 

 
All AzCEP members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend the Board Meetings. 
Contact the Chapter office at 602-336-4599 
for additional information.   
 

Board Meetings, unless otherwise noted, are 
held at 12:00 noon.  

 

AzCEP Physician Wellness 
 
 
 

The AzCEP Wellness Committee is pleased to share 
the following article.  

 
 
 
 

Falling Dust: Considering the COVID-19 
Effect on Physician Suicide;  

 
 

 
And just like 
that our in-
tern year is 
coming to a 
close! Most 
of us have 
already sur-
vived our 
month on the 
trauma sur-
gery service 

which demands a lot of sleepless nights, and other 
off-service rotations like ICU and peds ER have 
gone by in the blink of an eye. Reflecting back on 
the year, we realize how true the adage “the days 
are long but the years are short” really is; we are 
welcoming our second class into the program 
which also means that we graduate up to the title of 
senior residents.  
 
 
We are excited for our upcoming intern retreat in 
Prescott which will allow us to decompress in the 
cooler weather while enjoying some good food, 
company, and drinks. Not to mention some sem-
blance of normality! Most of us have already taken 
advantage of our vaccination status and well-priced 
flights; Hawaii has been a popular choice amongst 
our residents and faculty, as has more local explor-
ing including Northern Arizona and California.  
 
 

Abrazo Residency  
Resident’s Corner  

By Amy Kristensen, MD 

https://www.hcplive.com/view/falling-dust-considering-covid-19-effect-on-physician-suicide
https://www.hcplive.com/view/falling-dust-considering-covid-19-effect-on-physician-suicide
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Maricopa Medical Center/Valleywise 
 Resident’s Column 

By Shelby Hoebee, MD and Katrina Lettang, MD  

Hi everybody! 
 
As the temperatures are beginning to rise, so are the volumes in the emergency department. As vaccines roll out 
and COVID numbers start to curve, the action has really been picking up over at the Copa Cabana, and the whole 
team has really been rising to the occasion.  
 
First off, we’d like to say that we are so excited to welcome the 16 new interns to our family! They are coming to 
our program from all across the country and we cannot wait to see what  they’re going to accomplish.  
 
With the academic year starting to wind down, our seniors have been on the 
look-out for post-graduation opportunities. This year has definitely be one of 
the most difficult, if not the most difficult, to navigate in terms of the job mar-
ket. Despite this, our Copa seniors have really represented us well with their 
post-graduation plans. We have three seniors that matched to EMS fellowships 
(Jacob Mace – UVA, Jerome Rogich – Stanford, Courtney Shay – UCSF). 
Jenny Edwards and Zoltan Buchwald will be leaving the desert to the frigid 
northeast. Jenny will be completing an Administration fellowship at UMass. 
Zoltan will be working at Lawrence General Hospital in Boston. Terence Pot-
ter will be moving down south to Tucson for a Critical Care Fellowship. Cody 
Petrie will be staying here in Phoenix to complete a Sport Medicine Fellow-
ship with Banner. Ilana Mayer-Hirschfeld and Kimberly Weidenbach both 
signed on with Abrazo and are staying local. Taylor Webb will be moving east to Kentucky to work at a communi-
ty ED just outside of Lexington. Kate Townley will be splitting her time between a couple shops locally in Phoe-
nix, as well as the Indian Health Service. Kiki Field will be heading to California after signing with Vituity. Chris 

Rajan is going to the sunny beaches of Florida as he 
signed with Team Health. The rest of the crew still 
has big plans in the works. We can’t wait to see all 
that they achieve post-residency! 
 
This year, graduation will be back in person at the 
Desert Botanical Gardens. While we will miss our 
seniors a ton, we’re very excited to see all the big 
things they’re going to accomplish as attendings! 
 

 

 

AzCEP EMS Focused/Hybrid Summer Membership Retreat 
August 4-5, 2021; Westward Look, Tucson 

 

We have EMS trained experts to talk on: 
 

Patch Medicine * DV Recognition and Intervention * Tactical Medicine 
 

a breakout session to talk about  EM Workforce Issues, plus, a Wellness talk and the 2021 & 2020 
LLSA Reviews… All at no cost since you’re a member! 
 
 

       Open to ALL AzCEP members…to attend in person or via Zoom.  Info at: azcep.org 
 

QUESTIONS/RSVP: azacep@gmail.com 
Westward Look; $89-99 +$11.50 resort/tip fee  Call: 1-520-917-2970 by July 5, 2021 

A wellness and journaling event put on by our very own Drs. Bayless and Singh. 

Went for a hike instead of conference.  

azcep.org
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EM Physician Workforce of the Future Info 

· The Workforce Solutions infographic outlines 
ACEP's next steps.  (May 5, 2021) 

· Workforce Considerations: ACEP’s Commitment to 
You and Emergency Medicine (ACEP Now - April 
21, 2021)  

 
EM MAT (X-waiver) FREE Trainings 
ACEP and NJ ACEP are partnering to provide a series of 
free, remote, EM MAT (X-waiver) trainings. June 10/
July 21/Oct 5 
https://www.njacep.org/MAT-Waiver 
 
Webinars 
If you missed the live airings, these webinars are now 
available in the Online Learning Collaborative 
 

· Infection Control from the ED to ICU: Triage to 
Transport 

· This Is Our Shot: How EM Docs Can Empower Pa-
tients to End the Pandemic 

· Between the Puff and the Tornado: High Flow Nasal 
Oxygen Therapy in the ED 

 
CME Opportunities  
A list of online opportunities for CME’s which may ful-
fill the 3 units of opioid- related, substance use disorder 
related or addiction continuing medical education re-
quired each licensing renewal period, here. 
 
Podcast Fans 
New ACEP podcasts:  

· Annals of EM: Hypertension in the ED, ultrasound for 

COVID, Prediction models for sepsis, and chest pain deci-
sion tools in the ED.  

· ACEP Frontline: House Call - Brining EM to the Home 

with Remote Symptom Monitoring + Medical Clearance- 
Psych And EM On The Same Page? 

· Critical Decisions in EM: Drs. Danya Khoujah and Wen-

dy Chang take on the great outdoors and discuss the vari-
ous forms of high-altitude illness + presentation and man-
agement of several tick- and mosquito-borne illnesses, 
such as Lyme disease and West Nile virus, which often go 
overlooked.  

Browse all ACEP Podcasts and Apps  
 
EMF has a new Health Policy Scholar Grant oppor-
tunity!  
Apply by June 11; info here. 

  
ACEP’s COVID-19 ED Management Tool was updated this 
week and is now available on the MDCalc website and in their 
app. (May 14, 2021) 
  
ACEP Responds to Regulation that Proposes Modifications 
to HIPAA (Regs & Eggs Blog - May 14, 2021) 

 
Problem Solving: It's What We Do. In her new post on 
ACEP Lately, Executive Director Sue Sedory pro-
vides updates on EM workforce, sepsis, ultrasound, 
advocacy and more. (April 30, 2021) 
 
Early Outcomes of Bivalirudin Therapy for Thrombotic 
Thrombocytopenia and Cerebral Venous Sinus Throm-
bosis after Ad26.COV2.S Vaccination: A Case Re-
port (Annals of EM - April 28, 2021) 
  
Physician on Trial: What to Expect (ACEP Now - April 
23, 2021) 
  
AAP, ACEP and ENA Call For Improving Emergency 
Care for Children in Joint Policy Statement (ACEP 
Newsroom - April 21, 2021) 

New/Revised Policies  
ACEP's new and revised policies allow you to bill more 
for your bottom line, makes sure you are entitled to fair 
and equitable compensation and are provided contractual 
transparency. 

· Compensation Arrangements for Emergency Physi-
cians - Revised April 2021 

· Emergency Physician Compensation Transparency - 
Approved October 2020 

· Emergency Physician Contractual Relationships - 
Revised April 2021 

· Emergency Physician Rights and Responsibilities - 
Revised April 2021  

 
Thoughtful Life Conversations: Advance Care Plan-
ning  
Arizona POLST is part of the National POLST Pro-
gram that helps patients get the medical treatments they 
want, and avoid medical treatments they do not want, 
when they are seriously ill or frail. It’s about helping 
people live the way they want until they die. POLST is 
only for the seriously ill and frail and is different than an 
advance directive because it is a portable medical order 
completed by a healthcare provider after a goals of care 
conversation and shared decision making about current 
treatment preferences. POLST exists because other ad-
vance care planning documents (advance directives and 
DNR forms) do not meet the needs of all seriously ill and 
frail individuals. Visit the AzPOLST website (https://
azpolst.org/)to learn more about POLST and review edu-
cational modules available. 
 

 

News & Notes 

https://www.acep.org/workforce
https://www.acep.org/workforce
https://www.acepnow.com/article/workforce-considerations-aceps-commitment-to-you-and-emergency-medicine
https://www.acepnow.com/article/workforce-considerations-aceps-commitment-to-you-and-emergency-medicine
https://www.njacep.org/MAT-Waiver
https://ecme.acep.org/diweb/catalog/t/51791
C:/Users/azace/Downloads/20210310_CPAC-CME-Flyer.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/annals-of-emergency-medicine/id1507396644
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/annals-of-emergency-medicine/id1507396644
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/annals-of-emergency-medicine/id1507396644
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/acep-frontline-emergency-medicine/id1063793120?i=1000521098507
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/acep-frontline-emergency-medicine/id1063793120?i=1000521098507
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/medical-clearance-psych-and-em-on-the-same-page/id1063793120?i=1000519903487
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/medical-clearance-psych-and-em-on-the-same-page/id1063793120?i=1000519903487
https://soundcloud.com/user-899472165/april-2021
https://www.acep.org/education/podcasts-and-apps/
https://www.emfoundation.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant/
https://www.acep.org/corona/COVID-19-alert/covid-19-articles/covid-19-ED-management-tool-now-available/
https://www.acep.org/federal-advocacy/federal-advocacy-overview/regs--eggs/regs--eggs-articles/regs--eggs---may-13-2021/
https://www.acep.org/federal-advocacy/federal-advocacy-overview/regs--eggs/regs--eggs-articles/regs--eggs---may-13-2021/
https://www.acep.org/who-we-are/ACEPLately/acep-lately-blog-articles/april-2021/
https://www.acep.org/who-we-are/ACEPLately/acep-lately-blog-articles/april-2021/
https://www.annemergmed.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/ymem/YMEM_2021-969.pdf
https://www.annemergmed.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/ymem/YMEM_2021-969.pdf
https://www.annemergmed.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/ymem/YMEM_2021-969.pdf
https://www.annemergmed.com/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/ymem/YMEM_2021-969.pdf
https://www.acepnow.com/article/physician-on-trial-what-to-expect/
https://www.emergencyphysicians.org/press-releases/2021/4-21-21-aap-acep-and-ena-call-for-improving-emergency-care-for-children-in-joint-policy-statement
https://www.emergencyphysicians.org/press-releases/2021/4-21-21-aap-acep-and-ena-call-for-improving-emergency-care-for-children-in-joint-policy-statement
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/policy-statements/compensation-arrangements-for-emergency-physicians/
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/policy-statements/compensation-arrangements-for-emergency-physicians/
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/policy-statements/emergency-physician-compensation-transparency/
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/policy-statements/emergency-physician-contractual-relationships/
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/policy-statements/emergency-physician-rights-and-responsibilities/
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/policy-statements/emergency-physician-rights-and-responsibilities/
https://azpolst.org/
https://azpolst.org/
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Kingman Regional Medical Center  Resident’s Corner  
By David C. Weech DO, MBA, PGY-2 

 

After a long sabbatical from routine extracurricular activities in group settings we all took some time to enjoy 
each other's company by shooting each other. Paintball was 
one of the best residency retreats we’ve done, hands down. 
After spending some time releasing some pent up emotions 
we took it over to top golf for a relaxing afternoon with some 
drinks and great food.   

 

That time of year returns and we bid adieu to the sen-
iors of our program. Amid the uncertainty of the job 
market our seniors were all able to find jobs thank-
fully. Sasha Reid will be working for a small group 

that staffs rural ERs in NM and AZ, Nathan Bartholomew will be working in Chandler AZ, Kolton Fraiser will 
be headed to the Ozarks to practice in Mountain Home Arkansas and Rob Sprauge will be taking a position in 
southern Illinois. We are going to miss these amazing physicians and wish them well on their journey.  
 

Stay Safe!  David Weech DO, MBA 

 

AZ EM Medical School Council 
 

With the social distancing guidelines due to COVID, the Arizona Emergency Medi-
cine Medical Student Council (AZ EM MSC) has strived to use Zoom to our ad-
vantage in order to engage medical students across the state. EM experiences for 
students have been limited due to the pandemic, but our council has continued to 
accomplish its goals of serving all Arizona medical students who are interested in 
EM. This past month, we launched the first-ever “Meet the Arizona Emergency 
Medicine Residencies Conference”. The conference started off with an informative 
keynote from Dr. Shah, a local EM physician and member of the Arizona house of 
representatives. He discussed recent concerns about the future of the EM workforce 
as it pertains to the ACEP workforce study and ended with an inspiring message for 

aspiring EM physicians. Afterwards we hosted a Q&A panel with representation from nearly all the EM residency 
programs in Arizona. Program Directors, APDs, and clerkship directors provided inspiring responses to student-
submitted questions about their programs and about the future of EM. The conference finished with breakout ses-
sions so that the programs could get to know the students in smaller groups. This event was recorded and is cur-
rently available to view on our website.  We hope to plan a similar event in the future involving residents from 
each of the programs, so please keep an eye out for more information. Our goal is to unite EM-interested medical 
students from the six medical schools within Arizona and to support these students on their paths to EM. Please let 
us know if you have any recommendations for future events. We always appreciate feedback and look forward to 
hosting future in-person events. Please follow us on Instagram and Twitter @azemmsc  
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https://arizonaemmsc.wixsite.com/website
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AzCEP Member Accomplishments 
 

 
 
• Dr. Alan Molk got spotlighted in 

ACEPNOW’s FACEP in the 
Crowd  

 
 
• Two UACOM-Phx medical students were 

awarded the Class of 2022’s Gold Humanism 
Honor Society...Congrats to Luke Wohlford 
and Kristina Yancey!  

 
 
• Dr. Craig Norquist 
received ArMA’s Wallace 
A. Reed, MD Award that 
recognizes innovation in 
healthcare of an individual 
or organization in Arizona.   
 
 

• Cheers to Dr. Frank LoVecchio and the Val-
leywise team for appearing in the May 14, 
2021, edition of MMWR!  They were one of 
33 sites that were directly cited by the CDC 
that helped move the bar with new guidelines 
in regards to mask wearing. 

  
• Congratulations go to 

Dr. Amish Shah for 
multiple bills being 
passed and signed by the 
Governor...one being his 
HB2622 — to prevent 
retaliation against con-
tract healthcare workers!   

 
 
 Did you get a new job?   
  Get promoted?   
   Get published? 
    Achieve a goal? 
 
Let AzCEP know and we will include it in this 
new section of the Arizona EPIC.  Tweet your ac-
complishment (@ArizonaACEP) or post it on In-
stagram (azacep810) and tag us… or email us at 
azacep@gmail.com 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

AzCEP 
Is 

Turning  
50! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chapter’s 50th Celebration 
To be held 

 
Wed, February 2, 2022 

5:00-7:00pm. 

 
 

More details to come! 
 

https://www.acepnow.com/article/faceps-in-the-crowd-dr-molk/
https://www.acepnow.com/article/faceps-in-the-crowd-dr-molk/
mailto:azacep@gmail.com
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Legislative Update 
 
 

By John Thomas, AzCEP Legislative Counsel 
      

 
As I sit down to write this Quarterly wrap-up for AzCEP members, the Arizona legislature is still trying to 
come to an agreement on the budget so that they can wrap up their 2021 legislative session.  
  
From my personal vantage point as the lobbyist for AzCEP, I feel that the legislature has been in Session 
since January of 2020. The 2020 legislative process coming to an abrupt halt in March of last year and 
then restarted again for a week in May before abruptly adjourning sine die. Almost all of the health-related 
legislation was still working its way through the legislative process when they shut down the Legislature 
in 2020. The end result is that all of those bills died. 
 
With the legislature no longer in session, the AzCEP Board then switched their efforts to working with the 
Governor's office and state agencies on a number of health-related Executive Orders issued by the Gover-
nor up to December of last year. In January, the legislature started up it's 2021 Legislative session.  
  
The good news for our Association was that a number of AzCEP supported health bills first introduced in 
2020 were reintroduced in 2021 and this time made their way to the Governor's desk for his signature. 
  
These included our own AzCEP board member Representative Shah's HB 2621 Prior authorization; 
uniform request forms and HB 2622 Non retaliation; policies; health care instructions. 
  
In addition, Senator Barto's SB 1373 Health facilities; duty of care first introduced in 2020, was also 
signed into law by the Governor.  SB 1373 establishes that a health care institution has a duty of care for 
their residents including the training and administration of CPR when necessary.  
  
Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions, we had to cancel the ED Doctor Day at the Capitol in March of 
this year.  We anticipate the Legislature being fully opened again in 2022 and we will be sending out our 
SAVE THE DATE emails this Summer once we have confirmed a date for March of 2022. 
  
I am now looking forward to the Legislature adjourning soon and attending our August AzCEP Board 
meeting in Tucson. Enjoy your Summer break and please contact me if you have any questions. 
  
John Thomas 
AzCEP Lobbyist 

 

Pain and Addiction Care in the ED (PACEP) Accreditation 

 
More than 83,000 people in the U.S. are thought to have died of drug overdoses in the 12-month peri-
od ending June, a record-breaking number according to the most recent data available from the CDC. 
Emergency Physicians can help by being part of the solution. ACEP’s Pain and Addiction Care in the 
Emergency Department (PACED) accreditation program provides emergency departments with the 
tools to elevate the quality of patient care with innovative treatments, alternative modalities, and im-
pactful risk reduction strategies, resulting in positive outcomes for patients, families, providers, and 
communities. Find out more today – www.acep.org/PACED- and be a leader. Use your unique posi-
tion to help fight this epidemic at the point of care.  
 

https://www.acep.org/PACED
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AzCEP Mission Statement 

 

The Arizona College of Emergency Physicians (AzCEP) supports the highest 
quality emergency medical care and serves as an advocate for our patients, our 

members and our specialty.  {readopted by the AzCEP board, 6/2019) 
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